
 
238 Putnam Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02139
March 13, 1996 

FAX  212/606-7039
Ms. Susan Imbriani
American Painting, Drawings

and Sculpture Department
Sotheby's
1334 York Avenue
New York, N.Y.  10021

Dear Ms. Imbriani:

Re:  Eastman Johnson, The Other Side of Susan Ray's Kitchen, oil on board, 13 1/4 x 
22 3/4 inches. Initials at lower left:  "E.J." 

I examined this painting on March 9, 1996, at Sotheby's.  In my opinion it was painted 
by the American genre and portrait painter, Eastman Johnson (1824-1906).  It is a fine 
study of a Nantucket interior, with all of the deft touches characteristic of Eastman 
Johnson's work.  The light and dark are skillfully done with luminous sienna shadows in 
the darker areas of the room.  

The painting is a pendant to Susan Ray's Kitchen.  Both works were in the catalogue of 
the estate sale of Johnson's work, held on February 26 and 27, 1907, at the American 
Art Galleries in New York.  Susan Ray's Kitchen was number 100 in the catalogue.  It is 
dated September 24, 1875, and hence I would date The Other Side to 1875.  The Other
Side of Susan Ray's Kitches, number 101, is described as follows:  "The light from a 
window on the right, which is partly shaded by a muslin curtain, floods the rude but 
neatly kept interior with a warm glow, which fills the shadows with luminous reflections.  
Underneath the window a Windsor chair stands beside a small table, and in the 
background, against a wooden partition, is a small walnut side table with cabriole legs, 
and above it an oblong mirror with a wooden frame.  On the left is seen the corner of a 
broad fireplace with a narrow shelf above and a brick hearth."

I plan to include this painting in my catalogue raisonné of Johnson's work.  

Sincerely,



Patricia Hills
author, Eastman Johnson, 1972 


